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Mt. Sinai Congregation 
910 W. Randolph Street, Wausau, WI  54401 

Website: www.mtsinaiwisconsin.org     T: 715-675-2560 

 

March Service Schedule

  
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Please join us on Friday, March 6th at 6pm for a Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 

**Note:  This is incorrectly listed as 7pm in the Service Schedule.** 

Shabbat Service & Torah Portion Discussion 

A Shabbat Service & Torah Portion Discussion will be held on Saturday, March 

21st, at 9:30am. 

 

TODAH RABBAH 

 

To: Rachel Tate, Joyce Louis, and Jeffery & Barb Rothweiler for hosting 

Oneg on February 7th.  

 

To: Jerry & Tara Woolpy and Bill & Barbara Schweisheimer for hosting Kiddish on February 22nd. 

 

MARCH 2020 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MARCH 8 

Purim Carnival at 10am 

MARCH 11 

Book Club at 1pm 

Board Meeting at 7pm 

 

  CONTACT INFORMATION 
   Board President – Peter Rotter 

 

       petercrotter@gmail.com 

 

 

    Secretary –  Kristin Conway 

 

    kristinc@mtsinaiwisconsin.org 

NEW EMAIL!! 

 

 

Religious Ed – Marsha Stella 

 

marshas@mtsinaiwisconsin.org 

NEW EMAIL!!! 

 

Office Hours:  

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 

7:30a – 11:30a 

or by appointment 
 

 

TORAH PORTIONS 
3/7  Tetzaveh  Pent.  Exod. 27:20-30:10 

3/14  Ki Tisa   Pent.  Exod. 30:11-34:35 

3/21  Vayakhel-Pekudei Pent.  Exod. 35:1-40:38 

3/28  Vayikra  Pent.  Lev. 1:1-5:26 
 

Friday, March 6 6pm  Friday Night Kabbalat Shabbat 

Sunday, March 8 10am  Purim Carnival 

Saturday, March 21 9:30am  Shabbat Service and Torah Portion  

Discussion                              

Thursday, April 9 6pm  Community Seder 
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     RABBI’S MESSAGE 
 Queen Esther and Other Jewish Heroines 

 

  I have lived in the Pacific Northwest for most of my adult life, but I was born in Salina, Kansas, the daughter of the 

town librarian, a member of a family which comprised about half of Salina’s Jewish population most of the time. While my 

father taught us Torah stories as best he could in a make-shift Sunday School and we celebrated all of the Jewish holidays, 

ours were small celebrations, shared with close non-Jewish friends and limited in scope. When I was eight, however, we 

moved to New Orleans, Louisiana, where my father became the head librarian of a much bigger library system.   We joined 

a Conservative synagogue, and I was the only one in the family still young enough to attend Sunday school and learn to read 

Hebrew after school two days a week. 

 Naturally, in Sunday school, we studied and celebrated the Jewish holidays. And every year whichever class I was 

in put on a Purim shpiel which re-enacted the Purim story. Each year I yearned to be cast in the role of Esther. After all, 

what little girl of that era would not choose Esther for her heroine? The list of women role models in the 60’s, let alone 

Jewish ones, was fairly slim. The girls of my growing up time had never seen a female news anchor on television, nor had 

most of us ever met a woman doctor, dentist or attorney. In the Jewish realm, women were rarely the main characters in 

the Biblical dramas we studied in Sunday school. We heard the stories of the matriarchs: Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, 

but they never seemed to me to be fully developed characters, and sometimes their character seemed to be lacking, as in 

Rebecca’s sneakiness and Rachel stealing her father’s idols. We had heard of Miriam, but she hadn’t been reinvented as a 

feminist hero—she, too, was a minor character on the big stage where all the excitement was happening to Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, Joseph and Moses. In fact, things seemed to happen to our earliest female forebears, and they were mostly defined 

in relationship to their sons and husbands or other male relatives.   

So, given my pre-feminist sensibilities at the time, Esther was the Jewish woman I most wanted to be. After all, 

Esther was beautiful, but in a natural way, not requiring make-up or adornment. Esther was pure of heart and mind, as 

symbolized by her simple, unpretentious white gown. Esther was modest and unassuming, in no way lobbying on her own 

behalf to catch the king’s eye. She was chosen to be queen for these oh-so-womanly attributes—but she proved to have a side 

of her that was not apparent to the casual observer. No one could have predicted Esther’s moral courage and extraordinary—

even foolhardy—bravery. The understated Esther, when push came to shove, was willing to stand and be counted among 

the Jews and to risk her personal safety in order to intervene in the matter of Haman’s unjust decree. As I said, what little 

girl wouldn’t want to play Esther? 

 I never got a chance to play Esther in my Sunday school Purim shpiels, being cast, instead, in a series of roles 

generally entitled something like “handmaiden,” roles which sent my mother to the linen closet to search for a white sheet 

in which to costume me with various drapings in a handmaidenly sort of way. I think my lines each year consisted of 

something on the order of “Yes, Your Majesty,” or “No, Your Majesty,” or, “Oh, you cannot go before the king unbidden, 

Your Majesty!” Not exactly what I had had in mind.   

 My daughter Hannah grew in a very different Jewish milieu than I did. She attended the Jewish Community Center 

preschool before attending a Jewish Day School through 8th grade; she has always been immersed in a very Jewish world. 

Back in her JCC preschool days at age three when Purim was coming, she came home and announced that the children were 

to wear costumes to preschool on Purim in order to celebrate the chag, and they were to dress up as someone in the Purim 

story. Assuming that my daughter would recognize a genuine heroine when she heard about one, I asked her, “ Do you want 

to be Queen Esther for Purim?” as visions of actually getting some use out of a lovely white dress someone had given her 

that was hanging in her closet appeared before me.  “No,” Hannah replied firmly.  “I want to be the other one.” 
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RABBI’S MESSAGE (CONT.) 
It turned out that my daughter, in her tender years, had already seen plenty of women professionals, and she also 

routinely saw Jewish women participating in ritual in her school and at our synagogue as well.  Esther, for her, was fine, but 

a bit, well, boring. She wanted to be Vashti ! 

Vashti?! The way I’d been taught to think of this disobedient wife when I was young was that she was only one tiny step up 

from being a fallen woman! I was horrified to think that my young daughter was identifying with a woman of very 

questionable morals! But all I could do was to ask Hannah why she wanted to be Vashti. Practical-minded from the start, 

not to mention blessed with a big brother who frequently called the shots, she answered, “I don’t want to be bossed by the 

king!”  I also learned that she felt that Vashti had a much more interesting wardrobe than Esther. 

 So, wearing plastic glitter pumps, my daughter Hannah marched off to preschool to celebrate Purim (maybe 

wobbled is a better description) in full Barbie Dream-Girl regalia—long hot pink satin gold-trimmed gown with 

accompanying feather boa, elbow-length white gloves and glittering sequin tiara, with purple eye shadow and pink lipstick 

to complete her ensemble. And I began to realize what all generations come to know—that each generation must define 

heroism for itself, and that these changing definitions teach all of us new ways of understanding our past and forging our 

future.  

Chag Purim Sameach!  

Rabbi Sarah  

(PS If you loved The Red Tent, you may enjoy the midrashic take on the story of Esther in the novel called The Gilded 

Chamber by Rebecca Kohn.) 

 

Donations 

Thank you to non-members who have made donations in memory of Marc 

Jacobson, brother of Mark Steinberg. 

 Marla & Harold Parnes       Michael & Daena Silverman 

  

 
 

Religious School News: 
Classes 10am – 12pm 

 

3/1      19th Session 

 

3/8  20th Session  

 

3/15 No School 

 

3/22    No School 

 

3/29    21st Session 
 

 
 

March Birthdays 
 

3/1 Beth Fagan 

  

3/4 Eli Klaips 

  

3/7 Lois Cohen 

 Larry Gordon 

 Marsha Stella 

  

3/9 Emelia Stellner 

  

3/16 Sharon Schwab 

  

3/17 Jeff Resnick 

  

3/22 Juliet Resnick 

  

3/24 Rachel Tate 
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 Maxwell Street Klezmer Band 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Green Bay, WI 

The Brown County Civic Music Association is delighted to invite your members to join us for the performance 

of the Maxwell Klezmer Band, a Classic tradition, on Saturday, March 14, 2020.  Embodying the colorful spirit 

of immigrant America, this Midwest-based group spotlights the widely influential classical music of Jewish 

tradition.  They have played at Carnegie Hall and toured Europe, collaborated with the Lyric Opera and 

Chicago Sinfonietta, and brought irresistible musicality and cultural outreach to audiences across the nation. 

If you’d like to attend as a group, you may purchase tickets at the door on concert night.  Visit the Civic Music 

check-in table in the Holter Auditorium lobby and inquire about the special $15/per person price for five or more.  

It’s a significant savings off our single adult price of $25. 

Also, Civic Music will host a free reception, as it does following every concert, at St. Brendan’s Irish Pub 

downtown.  If their schedule and travel plans allow, members of the Klezmer Band will join us there.  Look for 

details at the concert. 

Concert Information:  

 This concert is held at Ralph Holter Auditorium, West High School, 966 Shawano Ave, Green Bay 

 Performance begins at 7:30pm 

 All tickets are General Seating 

 Auditorium doors open at 7:00pm 

Ticket prices: At the Door: Adults: $25, Students: $10 

Tickets can be purchased at the door or online: http://www.bccivicmusic.org/tickets 

   

 

Yahrzeits 

3/1 Stanford Jacobs 3/11 Milton Edelman 3/21 Sidney Etzkin 

3/2 Michael Coffman 3/12 David Ronis 3/22 Julian Leviton 

3/3 Audrey R. Elkon  Joseph Wurman  Melvin Stein 

 Bernard Malamud 3/13 Michael Gervasio 3/23 Libby Cohodas 

3/5 Else Wallach 3/15 Helen Lillian Goldberg  Sandy Zunker 

3/7 Peter Maller 3/17 Sally Rosen 3/24 Reva Golden 

 Edda Steinberg  George Ugoretz  David Kravitz 

3/8 Hyman Cohodas 3/18 Charlene Applebaum Dansker 3/25 Ethel Oppenheimer 

 Mollie Deutch  Jerry Wolkenstein 3/27 Edward Lipschutz 

 Anna Levine 3/19 Annette Albert 3/29 Lloyd Cohodas 

3/9 David Etzkin  Ruth L. Mirman  Tessa Zickerman 

 Solomon “Sam” Resnick 3/20 Chashe Esther Deutch 3/31 Leon Chaiken 

3/10 Eunice Cohodas  Sig Goldberg  Zalman Eatche Deutch 

 Meyer Goldware  Leonard Issod  Max Gorwitz 

   Aaron Mintz   

   Dorothy Shapiro   

 

 
 

 

http://www.bccivicmusic.org/tickets
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Get your Purim on!  
 

Purim Carnival and Service 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 

10:00 am – 12:30 pm 

  

It is the whole Megillah! 

Service!  Games! Costumes!  Carnival!  Food!  

Cake Walk!! 

Please, join us for services and the reading of the Book of Esther (Megillah), followed by the Purim 

Carnival, Luncheon and CAKE WALK!!!    

  

Attention all you amazing bakers (or shoppers...).  We think Mt. Sinai's kids take the cake!!  (Think of musical 

chairs where you can win a cake!) We need desserts to give as prizes. Can you bring in a cake, cupcakes, or any 

goodie of your choice to donate to the game? Adults can participate in the cake walk too!  Proceeds will go to the 

Religious School program.  

Please bring in your goodies that morning.  Leave your item(s) on the kitchen island or in the refrigerator. If you need to 

bring it the day before, please leave it on the table in the teacher's room. Please mark all items that it is for the cake walk, 

include your name and if the item contains nuts or is gluten free.  Todah Rabbah! 



 

 

 

   

Mt. Sinai Congregation 

910 W. Randolph Street 

Wausau, WI 54401 

    
Return Service Request 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up and Coming Dates: 

Purim – Page 5 

Passover Seder – Insert 

RSVP by April 3rd! 
 

 

 



 

 

 

   

   

        Mt Sinai Congregational 

   PASSOVER SEDER 

          Thursday, April 9th at 6:00 pm 

      RSVP by April 3rd!  

        Join Rabbi Sarah & celebrate the Seder with family and friends 

    Join in the retelling of our story of liberation 

    Share in songs, symbols, and stories 

  You may also sign up online at: https://mtsinaiwisconsin.org/passover/passover-seder-rsvp-2020/ 

 

  NAME:___________________________________      EMAIL: ______________________________ 

Please select:     

____# of Vegetarian meals ____ #Adults @ $25   $_____________ 

____# of Chicken meals  ____#Children (3-10) @ $15  $_____________ 

____# of Fish meals  ____#Children (2 & under / Free) 

 I cannot afford the full amount. Enclosed is my check for:  $_____________                                                                                                

No one will be turned away for inability to pay. 

 My contribution to help sponsor a fellow congregant:  $_____________                                                                       

Unused contributions will go to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. 

        Total Enclosed:   $_____________ 

 

    I/ We can help with:  ___Set Up    ___ Clean Up         ___ Serving          ___ Bring kosher for Passover dessert 

 

Questions? Contact Tara Woolpy (tlwoolpy@gmail.com) or Larry Gordon (medped@mac.com)  

 

 

Please make check payable to Mt Sinai Congregation and mail this form, with payment, to: 

Mt Sinai Congregation ∙ 910 W Randolph St ∙ Wausau, WI 54401 

https://mtsinaiwisconsin.org/passover/passover-seder-rsvp-2020/


 

 

 

 


