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 January 2020 
 

Mt. Sinai Congregation 
910 W. Randolph Street, Wausau, WI  54401 

Website: www.mtsinaiwisconsin.org     T: 715-675-2560  

 

January Service Schedule 

FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBAT SERVICE 

On Friday, January 10th at 7pm, please join us for a Friday Night Shabbat Service. 

 

SHABBAT SERVICE & TORAH PORTION DISCUSSION 

Shabbat Service will begin at 9:30am with a Torah Portion Discussion and 

Kiddush lunch starting at 11am on January 18th. 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBAT SERVICE  

Join us for a Friday Night Shabbat Service on Friday, February 7, at 7pm. 

 

SHABBAT SERVICE & TORAH PORTION DISCUSSION 

Shabbat Service will begin at 9:30am with a Torah Portion Discussion and 

Kiddush lunch starting at 11am on February 22nd. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 8 

Book Club at 12pm 

Board Meeting at 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

    Contact Information 

    Board President – Peter Rotter 

    petercrotter@gmail.com  

 

 

 

    Secretary –  Kristin Conway   

                         Kellie Messman 

 
     kelliem@mtsinaiwisconsin.org 

 

 

Office Hours:  

Variable 

Call Ahead 
 

 

Fri., Jan. 10 7pm  Friday Night Shabbat Service  

Sat., Jan. 18 9:30am  Torah Service & Torah Portion Discussion  

Fri., Feb. 7 7pm  Friday Night Shabbat Service  

Sat, Feb. 22 9:30am  Shabbat Service & Torah Portion Discussion 

mailto:petercrotter@gmail.com
mailto:kelliem@mtsinaiwisconsin.org


      

  Page 2 of 6 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 The Siddur Express   
 

We're delighted to announce that Rabbi Sarah will lead us in Torah Services and Study on Jan 18, Feb 22 and March 21. Please 

note the new schedule: Torah Service at 9:30 followed by Torah Portion Discussion and Kiddush lunch starting at 11. We 

have hosts for all three Kiddush lunches so no more potlucks this year. 

 

Please welcome our new Administrative Assistant Kristin Conway. Here's a fun fact about Kristin - she's an alderperson on the 

Schofield City Council. For more fun facts about her, stop by and introduce yourself. Her schedule for the time being will be 

variable for the first few months so please call ahead before stopping by. 

 

For this month's reflections, Rabbi Sarah wanted to share with us her story of the Siddur Express. 

 

This article by Rabbi Sarah originally appeared in Kolot: Voices of Conservative Judaism magazine 

  

This little miracle did not have an auspicious beginning—it was simply time for the unused prayer books to come out of the 

storage closet of the synagogue I was serving in Bremerton, Washington. As the daughter of a librarian and a bookkeeper, my 

“organizing genes” compelled me to reclaim what had become a jumbled mess of storage as useable closet space. 

 

Among the things I found when excavating the storage closet were nearly 200 paperback copies of the draft of siddur Mishkan 

T’filah, the precursor to the prayer books now used in Reform movement synagogues, and 80 hardbound copies of Siddur Sim 

Shalom, a siddur of the Conservative movement. While the books had had quite a few years of use, they were in good to very 

good condition. And even though these materials no longer had any street value, as a rabbi, I feel strongly that liturgical 

materials, even somewhat older editions, should be in the hands of “pray-ers,” not taking up needed room in a storage closet! So, 

I went on a mission to find new homes for something like 275 siddurim, which started by my schlepping boxes and boxes of 

them to my car to bring home for counting and weighing…the first of many such schleps, as it turned out. 

 

At first, it seems as if my task would be easy: Temple Kol Tikvah of Davidson, North Carolina wanted our copies of the draft 

siddur for Shabbat morning services—all of them! The shlep, Part Two was done by my husband Zavie, who scrounged up 

sturdy double-walled boxes, packed the books and took them to the post office. The final schlep for the siddurim to reach their 

new home was left in the hands of the postal employees. 

 

So far, not too difficult, right? 

 

Finding a home for the Sim Shaloms, however, proved much harder. I asked every rabbi I could think of for a lead and posted my 

query on my Reconstructionist rabbis’ listserv. I got no takers. I called United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism (USCJ) in 

New York to ask if anyone could think of a start-up congregation or prison ministry or Navy ships….some place which could use 

them. No one knew of a potential taker. 

 

At this point, I had stacks of books in my laundry room—definitely unacceptable. My first “last ditch” effort was to contact my 

colleague Rabbi Gail Diamond, the associate director of the Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem, where I studied as a rabbinical 

student. I thought that Rabbi Diamond might know the right person who would know the right congregation or agency 

or…..anyway, you have to have connections in this world, and I clearly needed some help. 

 

Rabbi Diamond’s response surprised me. It turns out she did know of a group who needed these siddurim—the Abuyadaya 

people of Uganda! Rabbi Diamond contacted Judy Gray of Skilled Volunteers for Israel, and Judy reported that these 

communities were desperate for the siddurim. The Abayudaya, which means "People of Judah,” are Jews living in several 

villages in eastern Uganda near the town of Mbale. They are devout in their practice, keeping their version of kashrut and 

Shabbat. Most of the Abuyadaya communities are recognized by the Reform and Conservative movements. An unintended 

consequence of having taken on my “Mission: Send Forth Prayer Books” is that I got to learn about this community’s fascinating 

history.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uganda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mbale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashrut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shabbat
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However, I quickly learned that as relatively easy as it is to pack up books and send them across the country, it is a totally 

different thing to get them to Uganda.  

 

By now veteran schlepper Zavie packed the siddurim into five sturdy boxes. It was 200 pounds of books! That sounds like a lot, 

but if you are UPS, FedEx or the US Post Office, it turns out that it’s not; to ship via ocean carrier (relatively reasonable in price), 

you need a minimum of two thousand pounds—and you have to “palletize them” yourself and take them to the port. Our “small” 

shipment would have to go by air, at a cost of $2500+! That’s when I pretty much gave up on the idea of shipping the siddurim to 

Uganda. My last-ditch effort had failed, and I still had a laundry room full of prayer books. 

 

But I’m a determined sort of person, so I asked another friend of mine, Conservative Rabbi Larry Kaplan, to send an email about 

the siddurim to the Conservative rabbis’ listserv. When I explained the situation, he became the unexpected hero of this story. He 

offered to fund the shipping costs to Uganda up to $700. This was right before Chanukah, and suddenly, a modern-day Judah 

Maccabee had generously stepped forward, restoring my resolve to get the siddurim to the Abuyadaya. Zavie located a private 

shipping company in Florida which deals in odd lots, but it delivers to the port of Kampala, which looks very far from Mbale on 

a map. This company’s price would actually fit into the unexpected funding I’d received, but, vey iz mir, Kampala?? 

 

To my surprised delight, Rabbi Gershom Sizomu, who serves the Abuyadaya communities, told me that he would be able to send 

someone to Kampala to pick up the siddurim. (Rabbi Sizomu, the first native-born black rabbi in sub-Saharan Africa, studied at 

the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies and was ordained as a Conservative rabbi.) 

 

Then came a misery of forms that all had baffling initials, but I felt confident enough to tape up each of the boxes so thoroughly 

that they became almost solid tape. The next leg of the journey was for me to shlep the boxes about 40 miles to Kent, 

Washington, where the shipping process began. From Kent, they headed south by truck to the Port of Long Beach, onto the 

carrier Econocaribe and then on an ocean voyage to Uganda.  

 

In early March, I heard from Rabbi Gershom. The siddurim had arrived in Kampala! Unfortunately, he needed an extra $350 in 

“clearance fees” (a bribe?) and help to cover the cost of his trip to the capital. Thanks to the money from Rabbi Kaplan and an 

emergency grant from United Synagogue, we were able to cover both costs. 

 

Old editions of siddurim too often wind up in the geniza, a burial ground for sacred books. But instead, siddurim that that had 

long been unused found a new home and will be treasured by Jews in a part of the world which is almost unimaginable to most of 

us. And in the process, Congregation Beth Hatikvah in Bremerton and Temple Israel of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania have forged 

a permanent link to the Abuyadaya community in Uganda. As we learn in the Talmud (Shavuot 39a): “ Kol Yisrael arevim zeh  

bazeh : All Israel is responsible, one for the other.” What started as my fervor to clean out clogged-up storage closets turned into 

something else altogether. Along the way, I had begun to think I had started on a Mission: Impossible. I almost gave up a number 

of times. But each time a new glimmer of hope would arise.  

 

It seems to me that miracles do happen in our day. It’s just that sometimes, there’s a lot of schlepping involved. 
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 Todah Rabbah 

To:  Everyone who brought something to the Shabbat Service on  

November 23rd. 

To: Aaron/Alyson Dieckman and Andy/Sarah Lynch for hosting  

Oneg on December 6th.  

To: Robert Kreczner, Ed/Faye Miller, and Jerry/Tara Woolpy for  

hosting Kiddush on December 14th. 

DONATIONS: 

YOUTH CAMPERSHIP FUND: 

- Douglas Hosler, in memory of Bellamy Hamilton, who was dedicated to music. 

 

COHODAS BUILIDNG FUND:- 

- Teresa Silberman, in memory of Myron Silberman. 

 

DANSON LEADERSHIP FUND: 

- Janet Cohodas, in memory of Elger Cohodas. 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND: 

- Barry and Sandra Silverman, in memory of Ralph Mirman 

- Bill and Barbara Schweisheimer 

 

CANTORIAL FUND: 

- Bill and Barbara Schweisheimer 

 

Yahrzeits 

1/1 Harold Magit     1/17 William Orentsein 

1/2  Gerald Libman   1/18 Shirley Nobler 

1/3 Sarah Chaiken    1/19 Joel Karp 

 Jerry Ugoretz    1/21 Leo Klee 

1/4 Lillian Greenman    James Wiswell 

 Scott Kaplan    1/22 Marcia Sue Gaynor 

 Irving Rosen     Edward Givens 

 Erica Schwab     Joseph Stella 

1/5 Florence Morrison Miller  1/25 Julius Schweisheimer 

1/6 Herman Louis Shapiro   1/26 Harry Coffman 

1/7 Fay Berkley    1/27 Yosef ben Elazar 

1/9 Mathilde Schweisheimer   Murry Luks 

 Sol Sims    1/30 Lou Glazner 

1/11 Juana Burstein De Procupez   Anna Mirman 

1/13 Myron Silberman    Libby Musicant 

   

 
 
 

 

 

January Birthdays 

 

1/2  Joel Bloom 

       Sara Bouchette 

 

1/3  Teresa Silberman 

 

1/13  Melissa Trevino 

 

1/14  Jerry Goldberg 

 

1/15  Hailey Goel 

          

1/19  April Resnick 

          

1/20  Robyn Chip 

 

1/23  Matthew Steinberg 

 

-------------------------------------- 
 

Religious School News: 
 

Classes 10am – 12pm 

1/5 13th Session 

 

1/12  14th Session  

 

1/19 NO SCHOOL 

 

1/26    15th Session  
 

 

TORAH PORTIONS 
 

1/4 Vayigash Gen. 44:18 – 47:27 

1/11 Vayechi Gen. 47:28 – 50:26 

1/18 Shemot Ex. 1:1 – 6:1 

1/25 Vaera  Ex. 6:2 – 9:35 
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Mt. Sinai Congregation’s 

Tree of Life 

         

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A “Tree of Life” has been established in the Mt. Sinai synagogue so that we may honor simchas (joy occasions) 

in our lives. 

Although the “Tree of Life” is not intended to replace the present yahrzeit plaques that are presently in our 

building, leaves on the tree may now be purchased to honor weddings, births, anniversaries, bar/bat mitzvah, 

birthdays, graduations, etc. 

 Up to three lines 

 22 characters per line (includes spaces) 

 A $100 minimum donation for each leaf (which includes engraving) is requested. 

 To order leaves or make inquiries, please contact Kellie Messman at 715-675-2560 or by email at 

kelliem@mtsinaiwisconsin.org; or fill out the order form below, enclose your check and give to 

Kellie. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Name:_________________________________________Phone:__________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

To be engraved on plaque: _________________________________________________________ 

           _________________________________________________________ 

          _________________________________________________________ 

Please include your check made out to Mt. Sinai Congregation and write “Tree of Life” on the memo line. 

mailto:kelliem@mtsinaiwisconsin.org
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Mt. Sinai Congregation 

910 W. Randolph Street 

Wausau, WI 54401 
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